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Press Release

For immediate release:

26th April 2011
Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare

A new era for NHS community services
There’s a new name for community health services in Tameside and Glossop, signalling a change in the management of these services.  

“Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare” was previously part of the Provider Division of Tameside and Glossop Primary Care Trust. They will now be run by, and become a special business unit of, Stockport NHS Foundation Trust. This will be a seamless transfer and patients and public will not notice the difference, as the same dedicated NHS staff will serve them in the same local clinics and community settings.

The majority of the former Provider services, including district nursing, school nursing, health visiting, podiatry, physiotherapy, and optometry will come under the new organisation.  They will be based at the same locations they are now; clinics such as Union Street in Hyde, Ann Street in Denton, Glossop Primary Care Centre and Ashton Primary Care Centre, and will be accessed by patients in exactly the same way. The same contact numbers and e-mail addresses will be in place, and emergency services, out of hours services, and complaints services will not be affected. These will be the same NHS staff providing the same trusted, quality, local and professional community healthcare that the people of Tameside and Glossop are used to. 

At the organisational head of Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare is Stockport NHS Foundation Trust, which also runs Stepping Hill Hospital.  The fact that Stockport FT runs the service does not mean that either staff or patients will have to travel to Stockport, and ultimately the aim is to provide more people with access to care closer to home.

The move does not affect independent contracted services such as GPs, dentists, opticians or pharmacists, and does not affect Tameside General Hospital which continues to be run by Tameside Hospital NHS Foundation Trust. The remaining primary care trust with its corporate and commissioning functions which design and purchase health services on behalf of the local community will still be in place.  

Tim Riley, Chief Executive of NHS Tameside and Glossop says:

 “Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare will continue to run as a Tameside local service but will be managed by the Stockport Foundation Trust team. 

Stockport FT have shown themselves to be a high performing and successful organisation who have a track record in delivering community care. They share our vision of providing quality health services to all residents of Tameside and Glossop.
 We are immensely proud of the achievements of our award winning community services teams and know they will continue to provide excellent care to our communities in the future.”
Nikki Leach, Associate Director of Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare says: 

“Our community staff are absolutely dedicated to providing high quality trusted, quality, and professional care to local people, and as Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare, we will continue to live up to our role.”
 Chris Burke, Chief Executive of Stockport NHS Foundation Trust says:
“We are pleased to have completed the process for the transfer of Tameside and Glossop Community Services to this Trust. We look forward to working with these award-winning community staff to redesign services for the benefit of Tameside and Glossop residents.”

ENDS

For further information on the above please contact:

Ben Granger

Communications Officer 

Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare

0161 304 5800

bengranger@nhs.net 

or

Alison Whelan

Interim Head of Communications

NHS Tameside and Glossop 

0161 304 5856

alison.whelan@nhs.net 

Editors Notes:

1. NHS Tameside and Glossop and Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare are now separate NHS organisations.  Future press enquiries should be directed to the different organisations. Press enquiries for NHS Tameside and Glossop should go to Alison Whelan, Head of Communications, 0161 304 5856 alison.whelan@nhs.net Press enquiries for Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare should go to Ben Granger, Communications Officer, 0161 304 5800 bengranger@nhs.net If you have any doubts about which place your enquiry should directed, please feel free to ask. 

2. Since its formation in 2002, the Primary Care Trust (NHS Tameside and Glossop, formerly known as Tameside and Glossop PCT) has had several roles – corporate, public health, commissioning and provider. As well as paying for acute hospital services, the commissioning section acts as buyer and organiser of contractors such as GPs, opticians, dentists and pharmacists. The Provider Division or Provider arm is the section which directly provides medical support and care, through a range of community-based services such as district nursing, school nursing, health visiting, podiatry, physiotherapy and health improvement -to name just a few -   generally based at the PCT clinics.  
3. For the past two years, in line with national “Transforming Community Services” initiative, the Provider has been more organisationally independent. This new formal separation mirrors PCT reorganisation throughout the rest of England and Wales, aiming to increase independence and efficiency.  The new Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare completes the separation between the Provider and Commissioning arms of the old PCT.  
4. The remaining primary care trust, NHS Tameside and Glossop, with its corporate and commissioning functions will still be in place.  Under the Coalition government’s current plans, the PCT is due to be replaced by GP consortia by 2013. This, however, is a different reorganisation from the Commissioning and Provider separation, which has been in planning and preparation for well over a year. These changes do not affect Tameside Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, who will continue to run Tameside General Hospital. 
5. While most Provider services will now come under Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare, there are some exceptions. Pennine Care NHS Mental Health Foundation Trust, which already provides mental health services to our area, will take on services which include more mental health and health improvement oriented NHS staff. Therefore, both the Health Improvement Service, (which runs support services to help people lead healthier lives, such as Smokefree Tameside and Glossop, Weight Matters and the health trainers),and the Primary Care Mental Health Team, will both now be run by Pennine Care. The final exception is the community dental health team, which will now be run by Ashton Leigh and Wigan Community Healthcare services. This is in line with other community dental health teams across the Greater Manchester area. This separation took place on April 1st 2011. Once again, in each case they will still be available at the same locations, and can be contacted in the same way.
6. The organisational change will cause an absolute minimum of disruption. NHS Tameside and Glossop and Tameside and Glossop Community Healthcare will still currently share the same headquarters building in New Century House, Denton. 

